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The rapid increase of our churches, 
and the present prosperous condition of 


—_ CONDITIONS. 


The Christian Secretary is published every 


year, if paid in three months from the time of | Baptist Church in this Commonwealth 
wise. —L@ Postage paid by subscribers. 

A discount of twelve and a half per cent, and protection in the neighbouring Colo- 

d bscriptions are umlerstood to be made ; 

piety mt temperament, though convinced of the 
bing. 

: this number was the learned, pious, and 

option of the publisher, until notice Is given, 
Communications for it, should be addressed to never became connected with a Baptist 
ee — to resign hisoflice. So powerful was the 

[n our last, we gave abrief account of the is, down to the time when Massachusetts 
of a Christian friend, we are permitted to cop- | churches had not multiplied beyond 20. 
nomination, and the religious feeling with 
of information and superior light, the benefits | place our churches in a situation far more 
Watchman. 
those which this subject involves, to revert | other States, carrying with them their at- 
tion we have experienced, Let none! many of which are flourishing ; the actual 
clorious display. Other, and holier feel-| cent in every 25 years ; while the in- 

It is an evidence of God's blessing, | At this time, there are about 175 church- 
brethren endured, even in this land, | Baptist Societies which have not church- 
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gious Co 


critically comparing 


ists and Apostles.” 


of their progress was, that they had trans- 
lated the old and New Testament into the 
vulgar tongue. Ihave seen,’’ he adds, 
**a rustic, who could regeat all Job, word 
for word, and many who knew perfectly 
the New Testament.” It was their re- 
proach to the Catholic clergy, itis a rare 


the New Testament ; but we have scarce- 
ly any man or woman, who cannot repeat 
itintheir own Language !"’ Turner's 
Hist. of England. The Bible is the 
same book that it always was, and it will 
not relaxin its legitimate influence, till 
it has renovated the world, and thus 
made it happy. It will ere long deliver in- 
sulted Ireland from its thraldom. 

The Schools of the Baptist Irish Soci- 
ety are accomplishing an immense good 
to Ireland, notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion of wicked priests. A gentleman in 


Society's operations, that he has placed a 
large school, and a school house just 
built and furnished, under the direction 
of the Society’s agents. The same gen- 


tary, ‘‘My countrymen are sunk in the ve- 
ry lowest degree of ignorance and super- 
stition, and the tyranny of _the priests is 
quite dreadful, and absolute,—the people 
not darmg to question their authority,— 
often implicitly obeying any orders.’ —J6. 


half of the Baptist Irish Society, he 
preached in the open field upon a week 


caturday morning, at Central Row, six rods , Most ofthem, are evidences of God's bles- 
subscribing; if not, ao addition of 50cents,ex was constituted. But the evils above 
The profits of this paper are, by the Conven- time afterwards, grievously oppressive ; 
will be made to Agents who receive and pay ‘ny of the pious and intelligent Roger Will- 
for one year, anless there is a special agree- . 
truth of our sentiments, had not the for- 
ty No paper will be stopped exceptat the 
ond arrearages paid. highly estimable Dunstar, first President 
(ue Editor of the Ciristian SecretaryJo°Post Church, yet embraced our peculiar sen- 
THE BAPTISTS IN MASSACHUSE PTS. influence exerted against the cause we es- 
‘ting of Baptist Convention of this 
mating SS Se ee ceased to be a colony, the number of our 
y a passage from the discoursé preached at) ‘Phe patriotism evinced by our breth- 
pleased with the liberality of the remarks, ‘ence, and the happy influence exerted on 
which their increase Is ascribed to the Spirit! with the other States in the confederacy 
, . ‘ ‘ se with tl ; ‘ 
of which have beeo in rapid advance with the | tolerable, after this period, than they had 
It will bea service both grateful and | time to the present, notwithstanding a 
to a few of the many evidences of God’s | tachment to the truth, and the ordipan- 
think, and I devoutly pray that none ofus ‘increase of churches and communicants 
ings, I trust, will possess us all inthe re-/ crease of our whole population has been 
that we are freed from that intolerance |es in the State, embracing not far from 
where they sought not only an asylum | es connected with them. 


South of the State House, at Two Dollarsa sing. Itis now 165 years since the first 
cept where there isa special agreement other- | enumerated, were then, and four a long 
‘ion, held sacred to the cause of Missions. | and no doubt, while many found shelter 
fae Oe eae ‘iams, many more; of timid and yielding 
ment to the contrary, atthe t'me of subscri- 
titude openly toespouse our cause. Of 
Ali letters on the subject of this paper, or Of Harvard University, who, though he 
Paiv. timents, and in consequence, was forced 
Their former and present state pouse, that for more than 100 years, that 
State at Worcester. By the kind intervention 
theopening of the session. We are much | ren during the struggle for our independ- 
: to the former suiferings of the de- ; 
: reference to ‘ ‘our Commonwealth, by a closer union 
of God. He has given efficacy to those means more tolerant than this,—all conspired to 
‘ apid progress ef religious liberty.— | * : a 
on ee et . ‘found themselves before. [rom that 
proper, from other considerations than! very large number have gone from this to 
special kindness, which asa denomna- | ces of the gospel, and forming churches, 
may feel, that these are set forth for vain- | in this State, has been more than 100 per 
capitulation. but 20 or 25 per cent, in the same period. 
and persecution which our fathers and! 17,000 communicants, besides 30 or 40 
from oppression, but for the privilege of; An individual, whose extensive and 


day, toavery large assembly. In rela- 
tion to the state of religion and the Bap- 


become pervaded by men, chiefly of the |ish and christian churches . 
poorer and laborious classes of life, who 
were forming themselves iaté little reli- 

1s Communities, | tfrom the es- 
tablished Catholic Church, and who had 
the scriptures with them in their vernac- 
ular languages, and were intently and 
the tenets, system, 
and conduct of the papal clergy, with the 
precepts and instructions of the Evangel- 
A popish historian, 
Reiner, says, ‘One of the main causes 


thing to find a Doctor among you, who} 
knows by heart three chapters together of 


Comas, Ireland, is so pleased with the 


tleman remarks, in a letter to the Secre- | 


aaa 
having, with 
the Scriptures in the original, as their 
text book, entered into a careful and pro- 
tracted examination of the subject, in com- 
pany with a christian friend, who is both 
a good Hebraist and Grecian ; having in 
the progress of the lengthoned discussion 
displayed allthe contempt for Chiristiani- 
ty, and all the enmity and hatred to it, 
which are common among their country- 
men,—they have at last fallen under the 
pressure of the evidence in support of 
the grand truth, which, opened in’ the 
Old ‘Testament, is perfectly unfolded in 
the New ; and have believed, as far as 
man can judge, with their heart, on Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and their. Lord. 
This important event was consumma- 
ted some time since; but being desirous, 
at least for a time, of remaining in qui- 
etness and peace, and disposed to avoid 
all hasty and open professions of their 
faith, they, till lately, took no step which 
afforded a fair opportunity of his bringing 
the fact under public view. On the 20th 
of June, however, they transmitted to Mr. 
Peel, for presentation to his Majesty, a 
most superb copy ofthe Prayer Book of 
the Church of England, which that gen- 
tleman lost no time in placing in his Ma- 
jesty’s hands. 


GLEANINGS OF RELIGIOUS NEWS. 


. From the London publications for Septem- 
er. 

The Baptists in Kingston, Jamaica, 
have formed a Missionary Society, auxili- 
ary to the parent institution in England. 
The meeting was held in the chapel oc- 
cupied by Mr. Coultart, the Baptist Min- 
ister, and was numerously attended. 
Several magistrates and members of the 
House of Assembly attended; and the 
interestofthe occasion was greatly in- 
creased by the kind and friendly part ta- 
ken by the Wesleyan Brethren. One of 


The Baptists in Wales.—In the visit of | 
the Rev. Stephen Davis to Wales, in be- | 


worshipping God, unmolested, according 
to the dictates of conscience, and the 
plain declarations of his word. ‘The pri- | 
vations, and sufferings, and tortures they 
endured, are kindly withheld from us. 

If gratitude to God requires of us the 
mention of his interposition in our behalf, | 
and awakens the recollection of past suf- | 
ferings, Ltrust that the spirit of Him 
whom we call Master and Lord, will re- | 
strain the exercise of rccriminating and | 
unkind feelings towards those, or the suc- | 
cessors of those, who inflicted the injuries 
upon us. Let us not render evil for evil, 
nor railing for railing ; but let us adopt, | 
as with much truth we may the prayer of 
the Saviour—Father, forgive them ; they 
knew not what they did, Indeed they 
knew not : for had they known, policy, if 
no better principle, would have restrain- 
ed them from the fanatical and iniquitous 
measures they pursued. ‘The banishb- 
ment of one, drew away scores in train 
after him. The lacerations received by 
our brethren at the whipping post, not on- 
ly produced sympathy, but also excited | 
to reflection, to examination, and honest | 
inquiry : and these have always proved | 
highly advantageous to the spread of our | 


principles. 


But God has kindly overruled these | then, has produced this rapid increase ? 


expressions of the wrath of man, which | 
in themselves never could have wrought | 


the righteousness of God:—and we now |comment, with a sincere desire to know 


praise him thatthey have ceased. We 
now securely assemble for his worship, 


without fine or imprisonment ; and ip im- | 


‘ted to produce any thing rather than de- 


careful observation has well qualified him | tists there, he. gbserves,—‘‘I have seen 
to give an accurate opinion, has estima- manifestations of zeal for the conversion 
ted the proportion of adherents, old and and spiritual edification of mankind, in 
young, to that of communicants, as 7 to; various places in England Scotland and 
1. Butsupposing them in this State only Ireland ; but I never saw them to such an 
5 to 1, we have a computation, according| extent as in Wales, The number of 
to the last census, of one fifth of} ministers, and their devotion to the work 
the whole inhabitants of the State, who) is surprising ; and the manner in which 
either by profession or adherence, are the peoplecrowd to hear the word of 
Baptists. God, and dwell upon the words of the 

A right view of thissubject is calcula-| preacher, is most delightful. Never did 
. {see such an essembly to hear the gos. 
pel in the open field, as that at the Asso- 
ciation at Merthyr.” Mr. Davis beinga 
native of Wales, preached in the Welch 
language, which is said to be peculiarly 
adapted, in the Welch manner of delive- 
ry,to gain attention. It afforded me 
much pleasure,’ said Mr. Davis, to be 
permittedto declare the glad tidings of 
salvation, and plead for assistance to3poor 
Ireland, in the place at Carmarthen, 
where my venerated grsndfather used to 
dispense the word of life.” Mr. Davis 
has the unspeakable pleasure of having 
a son,who is a minister of the gospel, 
Mr. L. Davis, jun. who preached also at 
the same place, and in his hearing, 
He has ‘“‘no doubt that a blessed work is 
progressing” in Wales.—J6. 

—»~— 

The Virgina, Portsmouth Baptist Associ- 
tion.—Held its annual session at the 
Racoon Swamp Meeting House, Sussex 
County, Virginia, May 23, 24, and 25. 
Rev. Carr Bowers, was chosen Modera, 
and brethren Wm. M. Jones, and John 
Faulcon, Clerks. ‘There are 27 church- 


nominational vanity in view of these num- 
bers. What you are here particularly re- 
quested to notice, is, the manner and the 
means of this increase. It has not been 
procured by anycombination to depress 
others and exalt ourselves. Nor have 
we been able to wield that influence, so 
efficient and sure, which the instructors 
and the instruction of youth furnish. 
‘his influence has all been against us. 
And even our own youth, who have, for 
the most part been entrusted for educa- 


tion to those, whose prejudices, and per- 
haps sincere convictions, have tended to 
alienate our children from us. ‘The rep- 
utation of learning, and the power and 
pride of office, have almost uniformily 
been set in array to oppose us. What, 


We reply,—The Bible, read more fre- 
quently and ,critically, without note or 


its import, and with less of the disposition 
of former years to listen to the dogmat- 
ism of men, or to suspect the inadequacy 


itation of the early disciples, we go every ‘of the scriptures themselves, when con- 
where, preaching the word ; unfettered | sulted by an honest understanding, and in 
by parish lines, and unawed by the threats | reliance on Divine assistance to lead un- 
of clerical denunciation, we canlead our |to all the truth. Wherethe Holy Spirit 
children with us to hears the instructions | has extensively wrought in renewing the 
of the sanctuary, without forcing them to} hearts of men, there this deference to 


es in this Association, 9 ordained minis- 
ters, 3 Licentiates, and 3722 communi- 
cants ; 1096 were baptized in these 
churches the last year. The next ses- 
sion of the Association is to be held at 
Tucker’s Swamp Meeting House, in 


forfeit the good opinion of those around 
them, or to be pointed at with scorn as un- 
covenanted and almost hopeless heathen. 
While these favours are ours, we should 
indeed be most reprehensible, if we did 
not remember our indebtedness to the 
Divine goodness, which has made our sit- 
uation so greatly to differ from our fathers 
and brethren of the last generation. — 

There are, indeed, those yet living, 
who felt in their own persons this oppres- 
sion of which | have spoken. A score of 
years has not yet elapsed since some of 
them, in this Commonwealth, were im- 
mured in prison, because they wonld not 
give their countenance and support to re- 
ligious. societies, holding for doctrines the 
traditions of men. Butthe monster, re- 
ligious intolerance, has here, we trust, 
expired ; and most gladly and gratefully 
do we unite in chanting a requiem over 
this fallon foe. 


that several parts of the Continent had 


God's word has been paramount to all 
claims, and there has there been most 
frequently found a willingness to sacri- 
fice all things for thetruth’s sake. Not 
unto us, not unto us, but to thy word, and 
to thy Spirit, © Thou, who hast blest 
and increased us, be all the praise ? 


Southampton county, to commence the 
Friday before the 4th Lord’s day in May 
next. Rev. Adiel Sherwoodisto preach 
the Introductory Sermon. A letter from 
the Bible Society of Virginia was read, 


with the Minutes, which was done.—Jé. 


‘st Irish Society, tinues its 
ree aap hate by iad preachers and| CONVERSION OF FIVE JEWS. 


indefatigabie labours by its preachers and 
Readers. Its Agent, the Rev Stephen 
Davis, of Cloumell, has recently visited 
the principality of Wales and collected 
nearly $500,00, on behalf of the Society 
whose funds needed replenishing, but 
whose labsurs were aot on that account 
diminished. 
The light which the knowledge of the 
Bible truths is spreading ie Ireland, will 
not be in vain. God has always blest his 
word. “It was about the year 1150, 


bility, of good property, and of considera- 


the city of London. 


and it was voted that the same be printed 


Very recently, five Jews of respecta- 


ble learning and acquirements, have been 
converted to the christian faith, within 
We meant not to 
say that having been careless Jews, they 
have, for some secular and wortbles ob- 
bect, become nominal christians,—an 
event which, to us, would have been a 
matter of perfect indifference ; but, that 
having had their attention directed to the 


them, the Rev. James Barry, occupied 
the chair, and others addressed the as- 
sembly. It appeared from the report 
presented and read, that the total number 
of persons in connexion with the Baptist 
Mission in Jamaica, was 9895,— 5742 of 
whom are communicants.—Christian 
Watchman. 

The foliowing items are from the Re- 
port ofa Baptist Auxiliary Missionary So- 
ciety, established in Kingston, Jamaica. 
In the West Indies, the English Bap- 
tists have but recently commenced Mis- 
sionary operations.—The Wesleyan, and 
the Moravians, laudably forward in eve- 
ry work, have preceded them.—They are 
now, however, progressing in the labour, 
and are joined also by Missionaries, from } 
the Church Missionary Society. by the 
General Baptists, and by others from the 
Scotch Missionary Society, for propaga- 
ting Christian knowledge. 

At Montego Bay, under the direction 
of the Baptists, a church has been formed 
of 780 members.—Measures are also in 
train fora new Missionary Station at 
Ridgland. At Falmouth,isa church of 
nearly 100 members. In Spanish Town 
a Society is formed of several hundreds, 
and a chapel erected. The Sabbath 
Schools contain 140 children. 

At Mount Charles, in St. Andrew’s, a 
numerous congregation meets on the Sab- 
bath, and between one and two hundred 
commemorate the Lord’s Supper. Mr. 
Baylis is the present Missionary who visits 
the destitute places in his vicinity. At 
Annatto Bay, there is a church of 300 
members, to whom Mr. Flood miuisters. 
Mrs. Flood, his wife, superintends the 
Sabbath School. 

At Port Royal, preaching was commen- 
ced in 1822; and by a blessing on the 
ministry of Mr. Knibb, there is the pros- 
pect of a full congregation. A Sabbath 
School is begun. 

In Kingston, there are two Baptist 
churches.—That under the ministry of 
Mr. ‘Tinson was, eleven years since, the 
only church in Kingston ; there are now 
four, of different denominations. ‘here 
isa school for general instruction, of 
nearly 300 boys and girls. The Sabbath 
School is conducted by members of the 
church. 

The chapel in which Mr. Tinson 
preaches was re-opened on the 24th Ieb- 
ruary, having been shut up for several 
weeks, for the purpose of errecting gal- 
leries, to accommodate the numbers who 
attend. Mr. Coultart preached from 
Gen. xxviil. 16 17. About $178 were 
collected on the occasion. Mr. Flood 
preached in the afternon, and Mr. Burton 
in the evening. All the contributions 
amounted to $292,00. Lord’s Day, 
March 2, 37 were tized,—90 in the 
last twelve months. ‘The chapel will now 
accommodate 1000 persons. Mr. Tinson 


grand subject at issuc between the Jew-| Whose health was feeble from attending 


the arduous duties of a Missionary and 
that also of a school, contemplated a jour- 
ney to America, for the recovery of his 
health, and to solicit assistance in dis- 
charging the debt due on the chapel ; his 
church being poor— J, 


_ The Rev. Wim. Yates, the amiable Mis- 
sionary who visited our States in the sum- 
mer of 1827, embarked at Gravesend for 
Calcutta, on board the Lady M’Nautht- 
en, Capt. Faith, Aug 13, 1828 His 
health, we are pleased to state, it is said 
in the London Baptist Magazine to have 
been so essentially restored, as to war- 
rant the hope that his labours in India 
may be long continued. It is added, that 
such arrangements were made before his 
departure from Calcutta to England, as to- 
assure us that his visit was without any 
charge on the funds of the Missionary So- 
ciety.—Jb, 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
' AN APPEAL 
To those who neglect these Schools. 
Who, amidst the general concern awa- 
kened for the rising generation, sits down 
at ease, ming. ‘*I pray thee have me 
excused ?” ho, whilst so many are 
busily employed in pouring the light of 
heavenly knowledge upon the minds of 
children, look on with sullen apathy or 
cold indifference, or, with the priest and 
Levite, pass by on the other side? Alas! 
if all were like you, what sort of a world 
would this be which we inhabit? If ey- 
ery one like you, prayed to be excused 
from works of benevolence and mercy, 
the ignorant, uninstructed, and unwarn- 
ed, might sink to ruin, and one deep 
night of ignorance, and misery, and hor- 
ror would enwrap the globe. You are 
determined that your loss shall not be 
too deeply felt when you die; that no 
unnecessary tears shall be shed at your 
grave; and no tablet erected to your 
memory, but in the breasts of those who 
are bound to you by the ties of blood. 
Why do you pray to be excused from this 
labor of love? Is it because you do not 
consider yourself duly qualified ? Let me 
exhort you neither to underrate your own 
abilities, nor overrate the work to which 


you are invited. You are not called to 
each the matnemaucs, wor foots act the 


children in Latin and Greek; your business 
is to explain the Bible to their capacities, 
and teach them the first principles of the 
oracles of God. Surely if inactivity and 
indifference to the cause of God were 
always criminal, they must be doubly so 
in the present day, when there are sv 
many calls, so many motives to exertion, ' 
so many bright examples, and so inany 
scenes oflabour. f cannot but conceive, 
that the inquiry which meets the disem- 
bodied spirit on its entrance into the ce- 
lestial world, now must be, In what 
Sunday school did you instruct? to what 
particular plan of doing good did you 
consecrate your time and talents when 
in yonder world ? No sooner is the in- 
stitution named, than some happy spirit 
recognizes it a9 that to which, whilst in 
the body, he was peculiarly devoted, and 
pressed forward to learn the history of 
its progress and its present state. Let 
no one say that he is not invited again 
and again from the Bible'and the sanctu- | 
ary ; from the pulpit-and the press ; by 
the calls of Providence and the condition 
of the world. ’Tis impossible but that 
the loiterer must be arrested at every 
avenue with some spectacle of diligence 
to reprove his sloth, and some voice from: 
heaven to rouse his inactivity. ‘ Son, 
go work in my vineyard to-day." —Sunday 
School Magazine. 


ON PASTORAL VISITS. 
Christian pastors are somietimes not 
aware how deeply their people feel any 
apparent neglect, and how grateful to 
them is the spontaneous call for kind in- 
quiry or religious conversation. Were 
these means of usefulness duly prized wo 
should not so often hear loud and heavy 
complaints that ministers do not visit the 
people of their charge, or that their visits 
are principally confined to a { of the 
most opulent of their respective churches and 
congregations. How often has it itera- 
ted in our ears, Mr. is an excellent 
preacher, but he does not visit his people. 
The writer knows instances in which 
ministers have passed by the doors of 
some of the poorest members of their 
flocks week after week, month after’ 
month, year after year, without ever 
calling to enquire after their state, either 
in reference to the present world or that 
which is to come. Now, this, it will not 
be denied, is a very serious charge, in as 
much as it constitutes the omission of onc. 
of the most importaut duties,of a Chris- 
tian minister. Surely, such things ought. 
not to be, and should put every one upon. 
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making the anxious inquiry, ‘* Lord, is it 


i officer ia this city, dated October 25 e Briti ‘on: 
1?” n it be reasonably expected that po + Next Lord’s. day, a seaman and, merican and British Missionaries had all 
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prosperity should attend churches, the|marine, and two seamen’s wives, will 


ministers of which are so forgetful of their 
duty? Is not every 
overseet, an under Shepherd? And do 
not these terms imply unremitting vigil- 
ance over those committed to their care, 
and a tender solicitude for their welfare 1 
And can these be supposed to exist un- 
der the cases above alluded to? Instead 
of being able to adopt the language of 
the holy, the zealous, the persevering, 
the affectionate Paul, who could say to 
the Thessalonians, ‘‘ We were gentle 
among you, even as a nurse cherisheth 
her children, so being effectionately de- 
sirous of you, we were willing to have 
imparted unto you, not the ospel of 
God only, but also ont own souls, be- 
cause ye were dear untous;” do not) 
such ministers, in part, merit the terrible | 
charge brought against the shepherds of 
old, ‘* The diseased have ye not strength- 
ened ; neither have ye healed that which 


| bath 


unite with the church at Portsmouth. 


or a bishop, an | There are others, I trust, who will have number of weeks at Alexandria, in Egypt, 


boldness and freedom to follow their ex- 
ample soon. Yesterday I organized a 
Bible Class at the Marine Barracks. I 
will impose upon yeu the task of sending 
me three copies of the New-York Observ- 
er, and one of the Sailor’s Magazine, for 
the use of the U. 8. shipof War Alert 
and the Marine Barracks.” —.V. Y. Obs. 


Baptist Church in Hahfaz, N. S—We 
have the pleasnre to learn, by a gentle- 
man directly from this place, that the la- 
bours of the Rev. Henry K. Green, the 
Pastor of this Church reeently settled, 
are highly acceptable ; and that the Sab- 
chool, of about one hundred schol- 
ars, is happily progressing in religious in- 
struction. —Chris. Watchman. 


The Baptists in New York are engaged 


was sick; neither have ye bound up 
that which was broken, neither have 


in raising money for Missionary Purpos- 
es. The General Agent of the State 


brought again that which was driven | Convention has recently been occupied 
away, neither have ye sought that which in making collections.—From the Report 


was lost?” Ez. xxxiv.—Lon. Mag.. 
-_—_ 

Memoirs of Andrew Sherburne.—The 
N. York Baptist Register recommends 
this work to patronage, observing that it 
is the plain and simple narration of the 
life of one who commenced while a youth 
in our revolutionary struggle, and endur- 
ed, with the fortitade of a man, most ex- 
traordinary perils and omgmg ; display- 
ing a purity ot patriotism to be admired, 
even ina veteran.—Its interest is not a 
little enhanced, from the circumstance of 
the author having been, not only a revo- 
lutionary hero, but subsequently a Chris- 
tian and also a Christian minister. Pub- 
lications of this kind are rare. Private 
individuals are overlooked in the glare of 
attraction which surrounds the great. In 
the present instance, however, we are 
presented with memoirs of one in an hum- 
ble station, during the trying period of 
America’s strife, who acquired the ability 
to write the history of his woes, while a 
captive for his country in Mill Prison, in 
England. The narration, though unpre- 
tending, is marked with much good sense, 
and purity of style ; and the incidents 
which it unfolds cannot fail to interest 


every true American, and also all such | 


as love the Gospel of Christ. The price 
of the work is $1 00. Who, that has the 
sum to spare, would not cheerrully pay 
it to relieve the declining years of a vete- 
ran of the Revolution ? 


From the Christian Mirror. 
*{] WILL SEE WHAT OTERS DO FIRKS’.’ 
So said a professor not long since, when 


reauested ta aid in ouppertiag au luipor- property of a 


tant and pious institution. And so say a 
vast many others. They do not give a 
denial, but only wish to know how much 
others will do; and then they imagine 
that they shall know better how much 
they ought todo. In fact I believe it is 
often an excuse for doing nothing, unless 
the object should happen to be popular, 
and they should be thought covetous, or 
illiberal. It seems that such persons 
judge of the importance of an object by 
its popularity; and if others to whom 
they look for an example, should not pat- 
ronize an object, it might go down, be it 
ever so important, for all that they will 
do. It seems as though they very much 
wished for an example, but seem to for- 
get that it is their duty to set one. But 
whose example do they intend to imitate ? 
Is it the — of those who give little 
or nothing ? they not, in fact, want 
an example of this kind to keep them in 
countenance ? Do they not want the 
name of ‘liberal’ upon the easiest and 
cheapest terms? Bat says one, should | 
give more than others, I shoud be called 
ostentatious. But they appear to have 
no fears of doing less, and of being call- 
ed covetous. Another man's piety is as 
properly a standard for mine as another 
man’s liberality. Such persons set an 
example, which, if followed, would at 
once putan end to all giving, to promote 
any object whatever. The first question 
to be solved is, is the object for which 
I am to give an important one? If so, 
then | am to give, ** as God hath prosper- 
ed me ;” and not to wait to see whether 
the rich worldling will patronize it. M 
duty is between God and myself. And, 
‘“‘where much is given, much is requir- 


ed.” It does indeed after all, appear to, 


be the language of selfishness. Instead 
of drawing their rules from the word of 
God, in respect of this duty ; they intend 
to conform to the world. Suppose that 
they apply this rule to every other other 
duty ; (and it may as properly be done,) 
would they not see its folly? If we are 
subjects, it is the language of rebellion ; 
if soldiers, of cowar ice ; if children, of 
disobedience. Such | is, in its 
tendency worse than a positive denial. 


MORAL INTERESTS OF SEAMEN. 
The signs of the times are most inter- 
esting in respect to seamen. Efforts for 
their t seem to be unusually biess- 
< AN and a prayers of Christians, we 
» are beginning to be more and 
more enlisted in thetr behalf —A letter 
from the U. S. Naval Chaplain at the 
Gosport Station, Portsmouth, Va. to a na- 


of the Convention at its last annual meet- 
ing in October, we observe that the 
amount of the subscriptions and dona- 
‘tions procured by him is $2873 84 cts. 
His expenses, $36 95 cts, Appropria- 
tions of money were made by the Con- 
‘vention, to several feeble churches, to as- 
sist them in procuring acceptable preach- 
ing.—Ib. 

New-Hampton, N. H. Academical and 
Theological Institution.—This establish- 
ment under the direction of the Rev. 
Benjamin F. Farnsworth, A. M. Princi- 
pal, Prof. of Theology, Mor. and Int. 
Philosophy, &c. is now in a flourishing 
state. We have received a Catalogue 
of its Officers and Students, from which 
it appears that the whole number of Schol- 
ars is 204. Mr. Farnsworth is assisted 
in the different branches of instruction by 
three Tutors, Messrs. Hosea Quimby, 
John W. Rand, and Jona E. Farnam. 
The following gentlemen are Trustees—- 
Rev. Benjamin F. Farnsworth, Presi- 
dent ; Stephen S. Magoon, Esq. Secre- 
tary: Rev. Nathaniel W. Williams, Con- 
cord; Rev. Phineas Richardson, Gil- 
manton ; Mr. John Harper, Henry Y. 
Simpson, Esq. Dea. Samuel Gordon, 
New-Hampton; Rev. Stephen Pillsbu- 
ry, Hebron ; Rev. William Taylor, Sand- 
‘bornton; Ebenezer S. Mooney, Esq. 
Meredith ; Capt. Nathaniel Norris, Trea- 
surer.—I6. 


UNITY OF CflRISTIAN FEELING. 
There is a love to the cause of Christ, 
which possesses the hearts of all his friends, 


and hich P i tn ho the wou 
operty mall i Te eemed. When souls 


are saved, and the glory of Christ is advanced, 
they must and will rejoice. Though the work 
may be accomplished by fellow Christians, 
thousands of miles distant, and of a different 
denomination from their own, they will exult 
in the event asan augmentation of ** the com 

mon stock of blessedness.” The following is 
from the Report of the English Home Mission- 
ary Society, in relation toa similar Society 
io our own United States, 

The movements of our transatlantic 
brethren, seem as mighty and gigantic, as 
the scale of their mountains and their riv- 
ers. Their religion and their benevo- 
lence, partake of the character of their 
legislation ; and, unfettered by the re- 
strictions and the prejudices that narrow 
the range of co-operation, even in this 
land of liberty, they can most effectively 
unite for great and general purposes.— 
The American Home Missionary Society 
is but in the infancy of its existence, and 
yet, nearly two hundred missionaries are 
acting under its patronage and direction, 
above two hundred congregations are aid- 
ed by its operations, and its income ex- 
ceeds twenty thousand dollars. —Jb. 


Cotton Mather a distributor of Tracts.— 
The name of Cotton Mather is known 
wherever the history of New-England is 
read. The following extract from a man- 
uscript of his, addressed to his son, will 
show us that the distribution of religious 
Tracts is no novelty. He lived between 
1663 and 1728. 

‘Thad, from my childhood, employed 
at least a tenth of what money I got, in 
pious uses, and now I had a considerable 
quantity of money coming in, | employed 


y'much more than a tenth in such uses. 


My son, do you always devote a tenth of 
your gains unto the special service of our 
great Melchizideck, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I earnest!y exhort you, and ad- 
vise you: and you shall be no loser by 
it, | assure you. 

** But what I have here to note, is that 
one of the first contrivances for the glori- 
fying of the Lord, which I recorded, was, 
to spend much in buying of good books to 
give away. 

** How many hundreds, yea, how many 
thousand of good books I have thus given 
away, { cannot reckon. I suppose I have 
given away near a thousand in one year.” 


LATEST FROM MR. WOLFF. 
The Jewish Expositor for October, men- 
tsons the receipt of a letter from the Rev. 
Joseph Wolff, dated Harbour of Beyroot, 
May 23, 1928, in which he states bis in- 
tention of remaining in Palestine, unless 


directly forbidden by the Pacha, notwith- 


standing the British Consul and the A- 


left for Malta. Mr. Wolff, with his: wife 
Lady Georgiana, had been spending a 


and did not experience the least interrup- 
tion from the public authorities in their 
missionary labour among the Jews. The 
Expositor contains extracts from Mrs. 
Wolff's journal while in Egypt, and also 
an address to the Jewish females at Al- 
exandria, which she wrote under the date 
of April 28, as follows : 

My Dear Friends—I cannot leave Al- 
exandria, which I ain now about to do, 
without addressing a few lines to you. 
I had hoped to have formed a friendship 


witb you, but as none came to see me, | 


like some of the ancient historians and | 
rhetoricians, not truth, but handsome 
compositions ; made up of brilliant ima- 
ges, and striking and pleasing sentiments 
of passion, and adorned with fine frgura- 
tive language, bold exclamations, and 
pompous phraseology. ‘These, delivered 
with theatrical tones and gestures, care- 
fully studied and artfully practised, are 
what seem now to be esteemed by multi- 
tudes the perfection of preachirg. Ac- 
cordingly, such as exhibit these things in 
this manner, are greatly commended, 
and followed with eagerness and admira- 
tion. 

Were this subject only to be regarded 
as a matter of taste, it might perhaps be 
worth the time and labour of a critic to 


must write to tell you how much I am 
attached to the Hebrew nation. ' 

It was my love to your nation that in- 
duced me to leave my own country, 10 oF- 
der to go to Jerusalem, that holy city, 
which now sitteth solitary; in order to 
teach little children the way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
who was born of the Virgin Mary. 

‘Mothers in Israel! you love your 
babes ; teach them to love Jesus Christ, 
the friend of little children, who took 
them up in his arms and blessed them, and 
said of them, ‘Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

Daughters in Israel, Look to him who 
said,** Whosoever doeth the will of God, 
the same is my mother and my sister.” 
Ask yourselves, one simple question. 
Why are Jews dispersed and persecuted, 
and no longer a nation? Because they 
crucified the Lord of Glory, in whom a- 
lone is salvation. If you do not believe 
in him, you must eternally perish, for 
there is one who will accuse you, even 
Moses in whom you believe, for he tes- 
tified of him. r , 

But I trust the day 1s at hand, when the 
glory will be restored to the kingdom of 
Israel, and the nation will look on Him 
whom they have pierced and mourn ; 
and, moreover, on Him whose blood they 
called down upon themselves, saying, 
“His blood be upon us, and upon our 
children !”’ Can you think without hor- 
ror of sucha curse being on your nation, 
even till this day? Oh, cleanse your- 
selves from it, by repentance and faith in 
the holy Jesus; Turn ye, turn ye, from 
your evil ways, for why will ye die, oh 
house of Israel ! 

I could say much more on this subject, 
which is that nearest my heart. 

My dear sisters, if you will permit a 
Gentile, so to call herself, | love Jerusa- 
lem, and it pitieth me to see her in dust. 
I therefore go thither,and I trust my go- 
ing willbe blessed. My little daughter 
will be brought up in the land of her fore 
fathers ; and I trust, we shall only be 
fererunners of the ingathering of Israel ; 
for many striking eventsofthe times de- 
note that ere long the Lord willarise and 
have mercy upon Zion, for the time to 
favour her, yea, the set time, is fully 
come. Even so, come quickly, Lord Je- 
sus! is the constant and earnest prayer of 
your sincere friend, 

GEORGIANA M. WOLFF. 

Alexandria, April 28th, 1828. 

—_— 


IMAGERY IN PREACHING. 


All that can be said in favour of the 
images of fancy, and the expressions of 
passion, as introduced into sermons, is 
this : the preacher, who feels the solewn 
and affecting subjects of his discourse, 
will, like the prophets and apostles, and 
like Christ himself, exhibit his feelings 
while he is discoursing, and disclose the 
truths which he teaches, and the duties 
which he inculcates, with that earnest- 
ness with which he feels them. When 
the mind feels strongly, the imagination 
is naturally vivid ; and will form bolder 
thoughts and stronger images, than when 
itis calm. The language, also, will then 
be more ardent and impassioned; and 
the whole discourse will assume a higher 
and more impressive character. Ail this, 
every preacher will acknowledge and 
practice ; while his sole business will be 
to teach the truthof God. ‘The only rea- 
son why his mind will thus feel and his 
discourses thus glow, are the reality and 
importance of this truth, the strong sense 
of these things in his own mind, and his 
earnest desire to communicate his own 
views to his hearers. Whatever images 
he displays, whatever applications he 
rmakes to the passions of his audience, 
will be admitted into his discourse, mere- 
ly because they offer themselves, un- 
sought, to a mind. possessed of such 
views. Instead of being the soul and 
substance, they will be only the form and 
the dress, united to that truth and argu- 
ment, which are the real souls. In this 
manner they will have propriety and use ; 
but in this manner only. — Dwight. 


MODERN SERMONIZING. 


Brilliant exhibitions are highly enter- 
taining to mankind ; and the successful 
authors of them are greatly admired and 
applauded. I know also, that they are, 
therefore, greatly coveted by others, and 
the Exhibitors sedulously imitated by 
multitudes, at the present time. I see, 
or think I see, with deep regret, both in 
Great Britain and this country, a constant 
leaning to what | should call, not preach- 


of such exhi 


|is equally a violation of correct taste, 
jand of duty. 


ing. but Pulpit exhibitions. The scheme | of the people. 


show, that the scheme, which | reprobate 


But it can scarcely merit a 
sober discussion from the desk. I shall 
only observe, that this was not the con- 
duct of Pericles, Demosthenes, nor even 
of Cicero, when in earnest ; much less 
that of Chatham. ‘These great men, in 
all their fervid addresses to their country- 
men, laboured, like persons of real busi- 
‘ness, to show them their real faults, er- 
‘rors, dangers, and duties ; to evince the 
truths, which they taught, by irresistible 
arguments; and to make their audien- 
ces feel and act, because truth so power- 
fully demanded it. This is the way of 
nature, and the true road to success. He, 
who would a¢quire the success ‘which 
they acquired, must follow the path which 
they trod.— Jb, 


REDEMPTION. 


The world was one great scene of des- 
olation. It was a world in ruins ; a vast 
sepulchre, hung round with darkness, 
and replenished with decay and death ; 
where no sound of consolation pierced 
the slumbering ear, and no beam of 
hope re-illumed the eye, closed in eter- 
nal light. In this state of absolute de- 
spair, ‘‘the Father of all mercies’ was 
pleased to say, ‘‘ Deliver the soul of man 
from going downto the pit; for I have 
found a ransom.” Heaven was startled 
at the declaration ; and the bosoms of all 
its inhabitants trembled with aston- 
ishment and rapture. They had seen 
their own apostate companions cast out 
of the regions of happiness, and ‘‘re- 
served in chains, under darkness, to the 
judgment of the great day.”” No more 
favourable destiny could be expected 
for man. The ransom found, was the 
life of the Son of God ; ‘‘ the brightness 
of his glory, and the express image of his 
person.”” The gift, on the part of the 
Father, was the greatest of all gifts. The 
self-denial, on the part of the Son, was 
the highest possible self-denial. The 
sacrifice was infinite; and could not be 
demanded even by a suffering universe. 
It was conceived only by boundless wis- 
dom; it could be executed only by 
boundless love.—Jb. 


Questions proposed for discussion.— 
Ought the sin of covetousness in a mem- 
ber of a Christian church, when it exists 
in such a degree as to retard the welfare 
of that particular society, and bring a 
slight upon the profession generally, to 
be made a subject of church inquiry and 
discipline, even when unconnected with 
any other obvious inconsistency of con- 
duct ?—New Bap. Mis. 

W hat qualifications are requisite in one 
who undertakes to correct the faults of 
another ? 

What is the best method of conducting 
ministerial conferences ? 


ENGLAND AND THE UNITED 
STATES. 
Their Morat Influence. 


The moral power of a people is in the 
compound ratio of their liberty, intelli- 
gence and virtue. Ofthis, England af- 
fords striking evidence. She is inferior, 
in population and territory, to many oth- 
er countries : but not so much in influ- 
ence on the affairs of the world. The 
United States present another instance. 
Our remote situation from other civilized 
nations, and the greenness of our youth 
being considered, the influence of our 
country, upon the public sentiments of the 
world, is truly astonishing. Spain began 
her work of colonizing the Southren Con- 
tinent, before England planted settle- 
ments in North America. Yet, now, the 
United States exert greater moral influ- 
ence on the world, than all the Spanish 
name or blood in Europe or America. 
The reason is, we have liberty ; we have 
the religion of the Bible ; we have gene- 
ral education. 

But the influeuce of our country rapid- 
lyincreases. Our population grows at 
the rate of more than a thousand a day. 
With this, there is an equal rapid increase 
inthe facilities of intercourse, between 
the nations of the earth. Half the dis- 
tance between this country and Europe, 
has been annihilated, within the last five 
and twenty years. During that period. 
our population has risen from six to 
twalve millions. Look forward twenty 
five, fifty, a hundred years. When the 
population of our country shall equal that 


tent of her influence ? 


principles of obligation laid down in tj, 
gospel, this country does indeed owe, ang 
long will owe, a deep debt to manking 
Its amount must be detemined by our mo;. 
al power, as a people, of affecting their jp. 
terests. 

And verily itis not small. Free, edy. 
cated, with the Bible in our hands, ang 
nothing to prevent its full and powerf;); 
influence on our hearts ; and at perfec 
liberty to meet in any numbers, and cop. 
sulton any measures, there is nothing 
here to hinder the entire concentration of 
all the resources of the church. And | 
cannot help repeating, that American 
Christians are in the best possible cop. 
dition to do good, precisely in the way in 
which most good can be done; to use 
just the weapons of warfare which apos. 
tles found to be mighty ; to goin the sim. 
plicity of the gospel with the single-heart. 
edness of truth and love, and carry to our 
perishing fellow-men, the blessings of 
salvation. Indeed we are debtors to the 
world. The Head of the church has 
brought this great debt upon us, and jt 
must be paid. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
BIBLE CLASSES. 

A few thoughts have occurred to me 
on the subject of Bible Classes, which 
you arc at liberty to publish in your valu. 
able paper if you think expedient. 

The utility of Bible Classes, cannot, | 
think, be doubted by any one who has seen, 
their happy influence in the societies 
where they have been established. 

Their uniform tendency so far as | 
have become acquainted with them, is to 
interest the feelings not only of the chil- 
dren and young people, but also of par. 
ents in searching the scriptures. The 
author of our existance has placed in the 
bosoms of youth ‘‘an ardent desire, an 
insatiable thirst for knowledge.” It is a 
law of nature that they must have some. 
thing to divert and engage their attention. 
And how desirable that their attention be 
directed to the Bible, the book of books. 
The Scriptures are vastly superior to all 
other writings on account of their truth 
and doctrines. When we read a common 
history, there are frequently doubts ari- 
sing in the mind in relation to its truth. 
But not so when reading the Bible ; here 
we can have no reasonable ground to 
doubt its truth or divine inspiration. And 
there can be no great difficulty in turning 
the attention of young people to the study 
of the scriptures. Only make the thing 
common and respectable, and it will soon 
become interestirg. They will study the 
Bible with as much satisfaction, as they 
would grammar or ancient history. And 
when it becomes pleasing and interesting 
to young people, they will delight in at- 
tending public worship, and reciting their 
lessons. In this way youthful diffidence 
will be worn off in a great degree. And 
if it be useful to young people, why not 
to parents? Can it be important for chil- 
dren and young peeple to study the scrip- 
tures and form themselves into a Bible 
Class, and unimportant for parents? The 
best method for parents undoubtedly to 
encourage their children to become mem- 
bers of a Bible Class, is to become mem- 
bers themselves. They will then believe 
that their parents think it important. 
In this way we may make the Bible a sub- 
ject of general conversation in the family. 
And what more useful subject can be in- 
troduced into the family circle? What 
parent is there who does not wish to have 
his children taught the holy scriptures ? 
If so, let him become a member of 8 
bible class, and his children will unite 
without much difficulty. A well organi- 
zed bible class is undoubtedly one of the 
best means of imparting a knowledge of 
the word of God. the Holy Spirit has 
been pleased in the course of a few years, 
to commence a number of revivals in bible 
classes and sabbath schools. And in this 
way he has most evidently smiled on these 
institutions. 

It is remarked that sabbath schools and 
bible class schools, make bible christians 
when converted. 

They are already prepared to wield the 
sword of truth against the enemies of God 
and his people. They have their wea- 
pons at hand. AndI know of no more 
favourable season of the year to estab- 
lish a bible class than this, especially 
when the sabbath school is discontinued 
during the winters. ‘There is, in almost 
every society, a class of the largest of 
these scholars who might be brought into 
a bible class to good advantage : ques- 
tions may be put to them adapted to their 
capacity. It is frequently an excuse © 
young people that “I have no time to 
study my lesson.” But [ think this ob- 


jection is easily removed at this season of 
the year in most cases. . 
are of sufficient length to get their lessons. 


The evenings 


And from these two circumstances (when 


the sabbath school is discontinued in the 
winter) | think the present season of the 
year is by far the most favourable for bi- 
ble class operations. e | 
only benefitted by a bible class, but it 1s a 
great benefit to teachers, and especially 
when the teacher is a minister. 
the influence which he acquires among 
: the youth, it is a great means of improve- 
of all Europe, who can calculate the ex-| ment to his own mind in biblical know- 
It will emanate | ledge. 


Scholars are not 


Besides 


It leads to a more thorough and 


from the intellectual and moral character | critical investigation of the scriptures, 


According to the! the minister of the gospel. 


al Nl It willtake its colouring| which is certainly of vast importance to- 
itions appears to be, to write|from our religion. 


And he will 
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CHRISTIAN SECRETAR). 


i8v . 
EE ‘descendants of Adam who believe in him 
POETRY. ‘and are made partakers of the Divine’ na- 

—— "| ture, by the exceeding great and precious 
For the Atlantic Souvenir for 1829. promises of the gospel. The sae Ny 
REST IN HEAVEN, ‘of Christ's progenitors by his father’s side, 

Should sorrow o’er thy brow ‘in this chapter is divided into oe _ 

~ Its darken’d shadows fling, ‘ods of fourteen generations each. > is 
And hopes that cheer thee now, was a very natural division ; first, of pri- 
Die in their early spring * ‘vate persons, from Abraham to David— 
—~ eee ee chen second, of kings, from David to Jehoja- 
T bes thou oway fromearth, -kim—and third, of private persons, again 
There’s rest for thee in Heaven. from the Babylonish captivity to the com- 
‘ing of Christ. Jehojakim was born, in- 
‘deed, twenty-six years before the captivi- 
ty, but as he was divested by the Babylo- 
‘nians of his regal dignity, he is properly 


If everlife shall seem 
To thee a toilsome way, 
And gladness cease to beam 
Upon its clouded day ; 
If like the weary dove 
O’er shoreless ocean driven ; 
Raise thou thine cye abovo, 
There’s rest for thee in Heaven. 


‘this genealogy. In the first and third di- 
, visions it will he ohserved there are just 
‘fourteen generations, but the second class 
in reality contains three more, viz. Aha- 
|ziah, Joash, and Amaziah. These omis- 
|sions by Matthew according to his plan of 
dividing the ancestors of Christ into three 
classes is justifiable on the ground that 
‘such omissions were not unfrequent among 
‘the Jews ; and that their title to the crown 
: was somewhat questionable. Ahaziah, 
When sickness pales ty — ‘for instance, was made king by the peo- 
eS ae ‘ple—of course he had no right to the 


And pulses low and weak, ; ‘crown by birth—and as it was the design 


‘ell of a time to die; : 
veet ‘of the Evangelist to prove that our Lord 


ihad a regal right to the kingdom, as the 
son or descendant of David, those kings 
'who enjoyed the title without that right 


But O if thornless flowers 
Throughout thy pathway bloom, 
And gaily fleet the hours, 
Unstain’d by earthly gloom, 
Still let not every thought 
To this poor world be given, 
Nor always be forgot 
Thy better rest in Heaven. 


) h hall whisper then— ; 

vt Though thou from the earth be riven, 
‘¢ There’s bliss beyond thy ken, . 

“: There’s rest for thee in Heaven. 


‘reckoned in the class of private persons in | 


Here, and here only, truth outruns all 
the efforts of fiction, in beauty, sublimity, 
and glory. Whatever is great to the 
view of the intellect, whatever is sublime 
to the eye of imagination, whatever Is 
ravishing to the feeliegs of the heart, 1s 
found here, in degrees, which cannot be 
limited. In the pursuit of this truth, the 
mind is not merely delighted but enrap- 
tured ; is not merely elevated, but enno- 
bled ; does not merely look on, but while 
it looks, ‘* ischanged into the same inage, 
from glory, to glory, by the Spirit of the 
Lord.” These are ‘the things’ tato 
which “ angels desire to look.” 


Continued from page 175. 


MISSOURI BAPTIST ASSOCIA 
TION, 

Beuf Church was constituted Feb. 2d, 
1812, by T. R. Musick, and several visi- 
ting brethren in the settlements adjacent 
to the stream from which it derives its 
name. Its first constituents were ten in 


From the New Monthly Magazine. 
THE BOON OF MEMORY. 
“ Many things answered me."’—MANFRED. 


I go, I go!—And must mine image fade 
Frew the green spots wherein my childhood 
play’d 


By my ownstreams? 
Must my life part from each familiar place, 
As a bird’s song that leaves the woods to trace 


Of its lone themes? 


Will the friend pass my dwelling and forget 
The woleamet are, the hours when we have 


met , . 
In grief or glee : 
All the sweet counsel, the communion high, 


2 ‘ndiy words of trust in days gone by, 
ee y Pour'd full and free ? 


A boon, a talisman, O Memory give, 
To shrine my name, in hearts where 
live 


i would 


For evermore ! 
Bid the wind speak of me, where [ have dwelt, 
Bid the streams voice of ali my soul hath felt, 
A thought restore ! 


In the rich rose, whose bloom I loved so well, | 
In the dim brooding violet of the dell, 

Set deep that thought ! | 
And let the sunset’s melancholy glow, © 
And let the spring’s first whisper, faint and | 


With me be fraught ! | 


And Memory answered me :-~‘‘ Wild wish 
and vain! 

I have no hues the loveliest to detain 
In the keart’s core: ta cee 

The place they held in bosoms all their own, | 
Soon’ with a he shadows fill’d new flowers 
o’er grown, 

Is theirs no more !” 


[last thou such power, O Love?--And Love 
eplied :—- 
It is net mine !—Pour out thy soul’s full tide 
Of bope and trust, 
Prayer, tear, devotedness that boon to gain— 
‘Tis but to write, with the heart’s fiery rain— 
Wild words on dust !” 


Song! is the gift with thee /—I ask a lay, 

Soft, fervent, deep, that will not pass away 
From the still breast ; 

Fill’d witha tone—oh ! not for deathless fame, 


But a sweet haunting murmur of my name 
Where it would rest ! 


And song made answer :—“ It is not in me, 
‘Though called immortal--that my power may 


be 
All but divine, 
A place of lonely brightness I can give ;— 
A changeless one, where thou with Love 


wouldst live, ie 
This is not mine !” 


Death, Death ! will thou the restless wish ful- 
? 


fil ? 
.-And Death, the strong one, spoke :-—~“‘I can 


but still 
Each vain regret : 
What if forgotten ?—-All thy soul would crave, 
Thou too, within the mantle of the grave, 
Wilt soon forget.” 


Then did my soul in lone faint sadness die, 
As from all Nature’s voices one reply, 
But one was given :-— 
‘¢ Barth has no heart, fond dreamer !- witha 


tone, 
To give thee back the spirit of thine own-- 
Seek it in Heaven !” 


OL LEST LEAS AE ET ES PIE SN TLD 
SCRIPTURE ANNOTATIONS. 
Marr. 1.—The book of the genecra- 

tion of Jesus Christ.—The New Testa- 

ment is a narrative of the most remarkable 
things and circumstances connected with 
the birth, life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. This chapter contains his 

pedigree and birth. There are two gen- 

ealogies of Christ—one by Matthew and 
one by Luke. The former is an account 
of his lineage by Joseph, his supposed or 
reputed father. The latter is an account 
of his lineage on the side of Mary his mo- 
ther. It was necessary that his genealo- 
gy should be known both by his father’s 
and mother’s side,—the former to estab- 
lish his legal right to the throne or gov- 
ernment of Judah, as the son or descend- 
ant of David ; the latter to prove that he 
was the seed of David according to the 
flesh, or the seed of the woman which 
should bruise the serpent’s head. Hence 

Luke carries his pedigree by his moth 

er’s side back to Adam, which proves 


him to be the true seed of the woman, | more virtuous, and more useful. 


and shews him to be the Saviour of all the | 


are properly omitted in the narrative of 
his pedigree. Matthew begins by fixing 
the attention of the Jews directly upon 
Christ as the son of David and descendant 
of Abraham. ‘There was much heavenly 
wisdom in this, because the promises of 
the Messiah were made to these two dis- 
tinguished personages among the Jews. 
David was their first king, in whose fami- 
ly the government was confirmed, and on 
whose descendants the kingdom was en- 
tailed. He was a great and honorable 
personage among the Jews, and therefore, 
his son ought to have been readily and 
cordially received by them. _ The promise 
of the Messiah was also often made to 
Abraham ; and the Jews boasted of him 
as their father and the root of their nation. 
This method, therefore, of introducing 
to their attention the gospel of Christ was 
well calculated to guard against their pre- 
judices, and induce them to receive him 
as their king and the Messiah of their 
Scriptures ; as well, also, as to shew the 
great guilt and criminality of all those who 
reject him. In the narrative Judas is 
mentioned first in Jacob's family because 
our Lord sprang from that tribe ; but he 
mentions also his brethren, because they 
were also the relations of Christ, and to 
shew that it was tohim they were indebt- 
ed for all their privileges and honors. 


If the rights of Jesus Christ to the | 


throne of Israel, and the homage of his 
subjects as king in Zion, are so clearly 
established from his pedigree and the cir- 
cumstances attending his birth, how are 
the obligations to receive and adore the 
Saviour increased by the fact of his res- 
urrection, and the evidences by which 
that glorious event is fully established. 
The testimony of the Apostles upon this 
point was most powerful; they beeame 
witnesses unto Jesus both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth. They 
did boldly publish and confirm the cer- 
tainty of his doctrines and miracles, and 
every where asserted and maintained that 
Jesus was the true Messiah. 

His Royal pedigree by Matthew shows 
his right to reign; and his natural de- 
scent by Luke, proves his power to save. 
He is the seed of the woman, that shall 
bruise the serpent’s head. Hence in the 
language of Dr. Macknight, ‘* Our Lord’s 
genealogy given by Luke, will appear 
with a beautiful propriety, if the place 
which it holds in his history is attended 
to. Ir stands immediately after Jesus is 
said to have received the testimony of the 
Spirit; declaring him the Son of God, that 
is to say, the Messiah ; and before he en- 
tered on his ministry, the first act of 
which was his encountering with, and 
vanquishing the strongest temptations of 
the arch enemy of mankind. Christ’s 
genealogy by his mother, who conceived 
him miraculously, placed in this order, 
seems to insinuate that he was the seed of 
the woman, which in the first intimation 
of mercy vouchsafed to mankind after the 
fall, was predicted to break the head of 
the serpent. Accordingly Luke, as be- 
came the historianwho related Christ's 
miraculous conception in the womb of his 
mother, cartes his genealogy up to Adam, 
who, together with Eve, received the fore- 
mentioned promise, concerning the resti- 
titution of mankind by the seed of the wo- 
man.”—Buap. Preacher. 


THE GLORY OF THE GOSPEL. 


In the gospel is embodied an exalted 
science. Immensely different from the 
cold, speculative systems of philosophy, 
which, although they sometimes amuse 
the head, have no connexion with the 
heart ;. the doctrines involved in this sci- 
ence, are all practical, divinely efficacious 
on the character,—and means, at the 
same time, of expanding, ennobling, and 
purifying, the soul.—At every step, as 
you advance in this knowledge, it will 
make you not only more learned, but 
Every 
step, also, will be a step of delight. 


number, but the next month ten more 
were baptised and added to it. 
Church travelled in peace and harmony for 


several years, receiving additions, it num- | 


bered about 50 members, but intestine coim- 
;motions and divisions, the removals aud 
'deaths of some, and the exclusion and 
‘separation of others have reduced its 
ranks to asmall amount. At the last ses- 
sion of the Association, God was pleased 
to pour out his spirit, and commence a re- 
vival, from which this Church has received 
accessions, and its prospects are brighten- 
ing. 

, Osage and Cuivre Churches, on 
the north side of the Missouri, were 
brought into existence in those ear! times, 
and, until 1821, were united with those 
on the south side in associational connec- 
tion. 

Friendship and Salem, were formed in 
1818, by the Rev. Mr. Welch; and St. 
Charles shortly after. These, with others, 
were set off to form Cutvre .1ssociation, in 
1821. 

St Louis Church, was constituted in the 
City of St. Louis, by the Missionaries 


sent to Missouri by the Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions, on Feb. 8th, 1818. Its 
constituents were eleven, but a gradual 
increase in three years made their num- 
bers upwards of 40. For several years, 
this Church has been destitute of anv re- 
gular preaching, or pastoral charge. ‘Ihe 


lor sever- 
al years, they have conducted business as 
a branch, but since the last Association 
have been organized into an independent 
body. 

Bonhomme Church, was constituted in 
1819, and, with few changes, has contin- 
ued a small and feeble body, with only oc- 
casional supplies of preaching from min- 
istering brethren. 

Du Bois Church, now St. Johns, was or- 
ganized in the fall of 1819, with five mem- 
bers, under the labours of brother Peck. 
A revival soon gave accessions, that at 
the time of uniting with the Association 
they numbered 24. Removals, exclu- 
sions and the want of regular preaching, 
reduced their numbers nearly one half, 
till the last season when the precious in- 
fluences of the spirit descended upon the 
settlement ; 21 converts have been bap- 
tised, and a number more are waiting to 
go down into the water. 

McCoy's Creek, and Stout’s Settlement 
Churches, on the north side of the Mis- 


sourl, were constituted, the first, with five 
members, in 1820, the latter, with 8 do. 
in the year following.—In latter years, 
their increase has been considerable, 
while other Churches have been raised up 
in the adjacent settlements, and are now 
united in the Cuivre Association. 
Heatherly’s (now Bailey's) Creek Church, 
who resided in that region. Deprived of 
a preached gospel, and the administration 
of its ordinances, these two little bands of 
believers preserved the existence of a 
name amongst the Churches for four years, 
during which time, after repeated solici- 
tations to. the Association, and the resolu- 


tions of that body, they received only 
three visits from preachers of their own 
order. 

Point Labanie.—Under this name, a 
few baptised believers received recogni- 
tion asa Church in 1822. With but lit- 
tle increase, and considerable diminutions, 
they lost their existence as a visible 
Church, and was dropped from the min- 
utes of the Association in 1827. During 
the revival, under the labors of brother 


This | 


Contempiauog the extent voi cuuliiry schliiculs, (dluulgsi Waly OLLCTS,) Hicre. 
over which the small churches of this bo- vealed in the Holy Scriptures, viz: 'Pie 
dy are scattered, and the numerous settle- selfexistence of one infinite and Holy God, 
ments, which, though thinly populated, as revealed in three persons, Father, Son 
are yearly increasing from the arrival of and Holy Spirit—the eternal and essen. 
emigrant families ; this body has been but tial Deity of Christ—the entire depravity 
poorly supplied with preachers of the Gus- ‘of the human mind—the perfect purity 
pel. For several years, only two preach- |and unalterable obligation of the Diving 
ers of our connection, brethren Musick and Jaw, that requires supreme love to God 
Williams, have lived within its bounds. 'and corresponding affections to mankind 
Bro. Peck, a member of our body but a res- |—the necessity of a change of heart, o; 
ident in Illinois, in former years afforded | the new birth, effected by the Divine Spir- 
_partial labors upon this field, as a travel-|it as the agent, and the word of God as 
| ling preacher, aided by the Baptist Mis- | the means—the free pardon and justifica. 
|sionary Society of Massachcsetts. The ‘tion of every believer in Christ through 
‘want of sufficient ministerial help, is, no ithe redemption in him—the perseverence 
| doubt, one cause why our members have | of the saints—the duty of every believer 
| not increased in a greater degree. ‘to be immersed, in the name of the Father, 
| 2. The pressing need of some more |Son, and Holy Spirit—the strict and entire 
‘direct efforts to promote the Gospel, and independence of each church, or religious 
build up the feeble churches amongst us, congregation, in all government and disci- 
led four churches in 1823, without previ- ‘pline the duty of every believer to conform 
/ous concert, to petition the Association |toall the laws of Christ—our obligation to 
| for some plan to be adopted to furnish observe the Lord’s Day, or Christian Sab. 
|more general and regular supplies. A | bath--the resurrection of the dead, and 
| plan to employ travelling preachers, and a final judgment, with the eternal punish. 
call upon the churches to aid in their sup- ment of the wicked, and salvation of the 
port, while devoting their whole time to ‘righteous. September, 1828, 


the work, was adopted by the Association. | 
ELEGANT EXTRACTS. 


—This was acted upon with evident suc- | 
cess the following year.—F'or the twonext| The passages which follow are copied froin 
. J y . | P , . > 4 p 
years, nothing efficient was done. In| De. we eetane oo sooth ly 
: Pint : " aven, iu two byvu. vols. ezekiah Howe, 
1827, six churches out of eight, again pe bern ge tect agg hey The friends of De 


titioned the Association for a renewal! of | Dwight will be much gratified in the perusal 


the plan, or the adoption of any other meth- | of these voiu:nes.—Christian Watchman. 
od shat would gain the object. TO THE FAITHFUL PASTOR. 


number of blacks received, have greatly | 
, exceeded that of the whites. 


of a committee appoisied for the purp se, 


Missionary Society of Massachusetts. 
on systematic measures of supporting the 
Gospel, by order of the Association, was 
addressed to the churches, and the appro- 


borders. 

3. With the exception of two sessions, 
(1820 and 1821,) when false brethren had 
crept in unawares, this Association has en- 
joyed uniform peace and harmony in all 
its deliberations.— Maintaining, in the ful 
lest sense, the entire independence of 
each church in all affairs of discipline and 
government, giving advice sparingly, and 
only upon urgent applications from a 


church, with the full understanding, that 


Christ to receive or reject advice, as it 
may think proper, without giving offence ; 
|this body has hitherto escaped tlidse in- 


' . . . . . 
,testine divisons that in so many instances | 


has produced divisions and schisms in 
Baptist Associations in the western coun- 
jtry. Firmly believing, that, upon New 
| Testament principles, not a particle of au- 
| thority, over either churches or members, 
| can be invested in any ecclesiastical body, 
(other than a duly organized church, this 
body has usually occupied a chief portion 
of the time of its sessions, either in dis- 
cussing subjects that relate to the general 
interest of the Redeemer’s kingdom, or 
in preaching and other religious exercises, 
calculated to convert sinners, or build the 
believer up in faith unto salvation. 


body will be found, ina great degree, to 
harmonize with that of the Baptists in 
general, as held forth by their writers and 
supporters. While the churches compo- 
sing this union firmly believe in the doc- 
trine of salvation, as a matter of unmeri- 
ted favor—of pure grace, flowing through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
they uniformly maintain the universal ob- 
ligation of all men to whom the Gospel is 
preached, to repent and believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ—that the sufferings of 
Christ are of infinite value, arising from 
the dignity of his eternal and ineffable na- 
tureas God, and sufficient for the salva- 
tion of the world—that he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world--that 
nothing is in the way of any sinner who 
hears the Gospel, to prevent him from 
coming to Christ for pardon and salvation, 


—and that, in renewing the heart and 
building the believer up in holiness pre 
paratory for Heaven, God always works by 
means, making his word as ‘a sharp two 
edged sword,” the instrument of uniting 
‘sinners to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

5. For some years, this body has found 
much advantage in placing all its business 
in the hands of a ** Committee of Arrange- 


Williams, the past year, they have again 
assumed the attitude of a Church, and are 
increasing in numbers and gifts. 

Sandy Church, lies in Jetierson county. 
This body of believers were joined to one 
another in church fellowship in 1824.— 
Their number, on the minutes of the As- 
sociation of that year, is eleven. 


ment,” consisting of one member from 
each church, which, during the intervals 
in the session of the body, investigates 
the whole, digests, prepares, and lays it 
before the Association, which then delib- 
erately. acts upon each article, and thus a 
closer investigation of every subject, and 
a greater despatch in the business part of 


Missouri Association.—{n 1817, the IIli- | 
nois Association resolved to divide, and 
the churches on the west side of the Mis- 
sissippi to form a new connection. Ac- 


| Femme Osage, assembled at the house of 


cordingly, messengers from the followin 
churches, to wit: Feefe’s Creek, Beuf 
Negro Fork, Coldwater, Upper Cuivre, and 


Thomas R. Musick, on November 7th, 
and became organized under the name of 
the Missouri Baptist Association. The 
history of the churches has been narrated 
already. It only remains to give some 


the meeting is gained, and much more 
time left to be occupied in religious exer- 
cises and preaching for the benefit of 
souls-—This Association now has twelve 
churches, five ordained preachers and two 
hundred and forty-seven members, havi 
received an accession of four churches 
and fifty-four members the past year.— 
By order of the Association, 

Tromas R. Musick, 

Lewis Wiuiams, 


Committee. 
Joun M. Peck. 


. Intimation | 
Was given, that by the arrangement of 
Brother Peck, and under the management | 


aid cou! ue obtained from the Baptist 


bation of Heaven is seen in the revival of | 
religion, that has spread through a consid- 
erable portion of the country within our 


itis the prerogative of every church of 


4. The doctrine and practice of this ! 


The system of truth cannot but inspire 
you with the strongest benevolence to 
the people.—We hope, we trust, you 
preach: a God, who has pardoned you ; a 


Saviour, who has died for you ; doctrines, 


The system was again revived, a circular | which you firmly believe ; and precepts, 


‘which you faithfully intend to obey ; end- 
‘less misery, from which you hope to es- 
cape, and endless happiness, in which 
‘you hope to share. Make, then, their 
‘interest your own; feel for them, as for 
‘yourself. ‘Think what it is to be saved ; 
|What it isto perish. Recollect daily, 
that they may be your companions in 
heaven ; and that through eternity you 
‘may enjoy the transport of remembering, 
that you have been the instrument of their 
‘salvation. Through eternity they may 
remember, that under your ministry they 
were born of God ; made heirs of endless 
life and fitted for the glory of heaven. 
Think what a consummation of your min- 
‘istry it will be to lead them up to the 
throne of judgment, at the final day ; and 
‘to say to Him, who died on the cross, 
‘* Behold, here am I, and the children 
whom thou hast given.’’ Think what it 
| will be through endless ages to have their 
blessings heaped upon your head. 

| With these solemn considerations al- 
|ways in full view, you will labour, ear- 
| nestly, to *‘come forth’? to the people 
* in the fulness of the blessing of the 
‘iospel of Peace.’’ Your sermons, be- 
‘fore they are brought to the house of 
God, you will water with your tears, and 
embalm with your prayers. You will 
‘plant the seed” of life ‘‘ with all hu- 
mility of mind; and with many tears,” 
you will beseech the Author of all. bles- 
‘sings to ‘* give the increase.” You will 
remember, you will feel that you are 
‘appointed by the great Shepherd to 
\‘** watch the flock in the fear of God, as 
/one who must give an account.” But 
what must be the account, given bya 
| minister, at the bar of God, of a wasted 
life ; of squandered talents ; of sloth, 
and cowardice, in his Master’s service , 
of a perverted Gospel; of an abused 
ministry ; of faithless sermons , and of @ 
neglected flock, left by himself to error, 
sin, and ruin, precluded from eternal life, 
lulled into the sleep of death, and led to 
perdition ! 

With these awful considerations: in 
view, who, that deserves the name ofp 
minister, who, that deserves the name of 
a man, can fail of delivering the message 


| 
| 


"S| short hand of his providence ? 


of God boldly, fervently, faithfully, with 
the deepest tenderness, with the strongest 
yearnings of affection. Must not ‘his 
heart beat ; must not his voice tremble ; 


gy | res, 
but an uubelieving heart, and wicked life. when he rehearses to dying creatu 


hastening to the judgment, the terrors of 
the final day, and the burnings of devour- 
ing fire? Must not his bosom heave ; 
must not his eye kindle; must not his 
tongue glow ; when he repeats the won- 
ders of redemption, the sufferings of the 
cross, the excellency and loveliness of the 
Redeemer, the mercy of a forgivin and 
sanctifying God, and the glories of im- 
mortal life; when he puts his hand on 
the door of heaven ; and, opening it for 
the entrance of his flock, discloses to 
them the throne of God and the Lamb, the 
innumerable company of angels, the gen- 
eral assembly of the first-born surronnd- 
ing the tree of Life, and singing with 
transport the eternal hymn ; ‘ Blessing, 
and honor, and giory, and power, be unto 
Him that sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, forever and ever. Amen! - 


Christian, hath not God taught thee, 

by his word and Spirit, how to read the 

Dost 

thou not know that the saint's afflictions 
stand for blessings 1—Gurnall. 
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